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Status of the Claims 


1 . (Previously Presented) A process implemented across a network, comprising 
the steps of: 

5 receiving at an application module a search query from a user at a user 

terminal, the search query comprising at least one search parameter specified by 
the user; 

receiving at the application module an identification of at least one ratings 
service specified by the user, the at least one ratings service external to the 
10 application module and accessible to the application module across the network; 

responsive to the receipt of the user-specified external ratings services, 
sending a data query from the application module to at least one of the user- 
specified external ratings services; 

receiving rating information at the application module across the network 
15 from at least one of the user-specified external ratings services in response to 
the sent data query, wherein the rating information is independently maintained 
by the at least one external ratings service; 

providing a refined search through the application module, wherein the 
refinement comprises any of 
20 using the received rating information from at least one of the user- 

specified external ratings services in conjunction with the search 
parameters received from the user to perform the search, 

performing the search with the search parameters received from 
the user and subsequently refining search results with the received rating 
25 information from at least one of the user-specified external ratings 

services, and 

performing the search with the search parameters received from 
the user and subsequently providing any of organizing and sorting of the 
search results with the received rating information from at least one of the 
30 user-specified external ratings services; and 

returning the results of the refined search from the application module to 
any of the user at the user terminal and a recipient at a recipient terminal, the 
recipient other than the user. 
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2. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1, wherein the user terminal 
comprises any of a personal computer, a laptop computer, a personal digital 
assistant, a network enabled portable phone, a mobile device, a wired device 
and a wireless device. 

5 

3. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1, wherein at least one of the 
user-specified external ratings services comprises any of a person and an entity 
associated with the user. 

10 4. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1, wherein the results of the 
refined search are returned to the recipient other than the user, and wherein the 
recipient is selected by the user. 

5. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1, wherein the results of the 
15 refined search are returned to the recipient other than the user, and wherein the 

recipient is determined based on the results of the refined search. 

6. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1, wherein the results of the 
refined search are returned to the recipient other than the user, and wherein the 

20 recipient is determined based on information input by the user. 

7. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1, wherein the results of the 
refined search are returned to the recipient other than the user, and wherein the 
process further comprises the steps of: 

25 receiving information from the recipient; and 

selectively sending the results of the refined search to the recipient based 
upon any of the information received from the recipient and a selection of the 
recipient by the user. 

30 8. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 7, wherein the information 
received from the recipient comprises an interest in the enhanced results. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 1, wherein at least one of the 
user-specified external ratings services comprises an expert service for any of 
lodging rating information, travel rating information, restaurant rating information, 
and movie rating information Zagats and AAA, and wh o r o in th e data qu e ry s o nt 

5 from th e application module to at l e ast on e of th o e xterna l ratings s e rvic e s 
comprises a r e qu e st for rating information that may suppl e m e nt the s o arch 

10. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1, wherein the results of the 
10 refined search are returned to the recipient other than the user, and wherein the 

recipient is any of a selected peer, a friend, a family relative, a student, a 
neighbor, any of a person or entity within a zip code region, and a member of a 
network of people associated with the user. 

15 11. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 10, wherein the network of 
people comprises any of people with similar interests and a chain of friends. 

12. (Cancelled) 

20 13. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1, wherein the identified 
external ratings service specified by the user comprises one of the received 
search parameters. 

14. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1, wherein the received 
25 search parameters have an applicability to one or more subjects, the process 

further comprising the steps of: 

determining a subject matter of the received search query; and 
integrating any of the received search parameters with the search query, 

wherein the integrated received search parameters are applicable to the 
30 determined subject matter. 

15. (Original) The process of Claim 14, wherein the subject matter is explicitly 
determined from user input. 

35 16. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 14, wherein the subject matter 
is determined from the received search parameters. 
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17. (Previously Presented) A process implemented across a network, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving at an application module a search query from a user at a user 
5 terminal, the search query comprising at least one search parameter specified by 
the user; 

soliciting from the user at the user terminal any of an identification and a 
selection by the user of at least one ratings service external to the application 
module and accessible to the application module across the network; 
10 responsive to the solicited identification or selection by the user, sending a 

data query from the application module to at least one of the solicited external 
ratings services; 

receiving rating information at the application module across the network 
from at least one of the solicited external ratings services in response to the data 
15 query, wherein the rating information is independently maintained by the at least 
one external ratings service; 

providing a refined search through the application module, wherein the 
refinement comprises any of 

using the received rating information from at least one of the 
20 solicited external ratings services in conjunction with the search 

parameters received from the user to perform the search, 

performing the search with the search parameters received from 
the user and subsequently refining search results with the received rating 
information from at least one of the solicited external ratings services, and 
25 performing the search with the search parameters received from 

the user and subsequently providing any of organizing and sorting of the 
search results with the received rating information from at least one of the 
solicited external ratings services; and 

returning the results of the refined search from the application module to 
30 any of the user at the user terminal and a recipient at a recipient terminal, the 
recipient other than the user. 

18. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 17, wherein the user terminal 
comprises any of a personal computer, a laptop computer, a personal digital 

35 assistant, a network enabled portable phone, a mobile device, a wired device 
and a wireless device. 
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19. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 17, wherein at least one of the 
solicited external ratings services comprises any of a person and an entity 
associated with the user. 

5 

20. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 17, wherein the results of the 
refined search are returned to the recipient other than the user, and wherein the 
recipient is selected by the user. 

10 21. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 17, wherein the results of the 
refined search are returned to the recipient other than the user, and wherein the 
recipient is determined based on the results of the refined search. 

22. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 17, wherein the results of the 
15 refined search are returned to the recipient other than the user, and wherein the 

recipient is determined based on information input by the user. 

23. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 17, wherein the results of the 
refined search are returned to the recipient other than the user, and wherein the 

20 process further comprises the steps of: 

receiving information from the recipient; and 

selectively sending the results of the refined search to the recipient based 
upon any of the information received from the recipient and a selection of the 
recipient by the user. 

25 

24. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 23, wherein the information 
received from the recipient comprises an interest in the results. 

25. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 17, wherein at least one of the 
30 solicited external ratings services comprise an expert service for any of lodging 

rating information, travel rating information, restaurant rating information, and 
movie rating information Zagats and AAA, and wh e r ei n the data qu e ry s e nt from 
th e app l icat i on modul e to at le ast on e of the solicit e d e xt e rnal ratings s e rvic e s 
compris e s a qu e ry for rat i ng i nformation that may supp l em e nt the s e arch query . 

35 
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26. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 17, wherein at least one of the 
solicited external ratings services comprise one of the received search 
parameters. 

5 27. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 17, wherein the received 
search parameters have an applicability to one or more subjects, the process 
further comprising the steps of: 

determining a subject matter of the received search query; and 
integrating any of the received specified search parameters with the 
10 search query, wherein the integrated received search parameters are applicable 
to the determined subject matter. 

28. (Original) The process of Claim 27, wherein the subject matter is explicitly 
determined from user input. 

15 

29. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 27, wherein the subject matter 
is determined from the received search parameters. 

30. (Previously Presented) A search enhancement system implemented across 
20 a network, comprising: 

a search engine; 

an application module; 

at least one ratings service external to the application module and 
accessible to the application module across the network, the external ratings 
25 service comprising any of a secondary source and a supplementary source 
comprising rating information; 

a receipt at the application module from a user at a user terminal of a 
specification by the user of at least one of the external ratings services; 

a receipt at the application module of a search query entered by the user 
30 at the user terminal, the search query comprising at least one search parameter 
specified by the user; 

a data query sent by the application module over the network, upon 
receipt of the specification by the user of the external ratings services, to the 
user-specified external ratings services; 
35 a receipt of rating information at the application module from at least one 

of the user-specified external ratings services over the network in response to 
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the sent data query, wherein the rating information is independently maintained 

by the at least one external ratings service; 

a refined search provided by the application module, wherein the 

refinement comprises any of 
5 using the received rating information from at least one of the user- 

specified external ratings services in conjunction with the search 
parameters received from the user to perform the search at the search 
engine; 

performing the search at the search engine with the search 
10 parameters received from the user and subsequently refining search 

results with the received rating information from at least one of the user- 
specified external ratings services, and 

performing the search at the search engine with the search 
parameters received from the user and subsequently providing any of 
15 organizing and sorting of the search results with the received rating 

information from at least one of the user-specified external ratings 
services; and 

a return of the results of the refined search from the application module to 
any of the user at the user terminal and a recipient at a recipient terminal, the 
20 recipient other than the user. 

31. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 30, wherein the user terminal 
comprises any of a personal computer, a laptop computer, a personal digital 
assistant, a network enabled portable phone, a mobile device, a wired device 

25 and a wireless device. 

32. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 30, wherein at least one of the 
user-specified external ratings services comprises any of a person and an entity 
associated with the user. 

30 

33. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 30, wherein the results of the 
refined search are returned to the recipient other than the user, and wherein the 
recipient is selectable by the user. 


44 


Application No. 10/685,747 


Attorney Docket No. AOL0143 


34. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 30, wherein the results of the 
refined search are returned to the recipient other than the user, and wherein the 
recipient is based on the results of the refined search. 

5 35. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 30, wherein the results of the 
refined search are returned to the recipient other than the user, and wherein the 
recipient is based on information input by the user. 

36. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 30, further comprising: 

10 information received at the application module from a recipient other than 

the user; 

a selective transmission of the enhanced results to the recipient based 
upon any of the information received from the recipient and a selection of the 
recipient by the user; and 
1 5 a receipt of the results of the refined search by the recipient other than the 

user. 

37. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the information 
received from the recipient comprises an interest in the enhanced results. 

20 

38. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 30, wherein at least one of the 
user-specified external ratings services comprises an expert service for any of 
lodging rating information, travel rating information, restaurant rating information, 
and movie rating information Zagats and AAA, and wh e r e in th e data qu e ry s e nt 

25 from th e app li cat i on modu le to at l e ast on e of th e e xt e rnal rat i ngs s e rvices 
compris e s a qu e ry for rating information that may supp le m e nt th e s e arch qu e ry . 

39. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 30, further comprising: 

a receipt of the results of the refined search by the recipient other than the 

30 user; 

wherein the recipient is any of a selected peer, a friend, a family relative, a 
student, a neighbor, any of a person or entity within a zip code region, and a 
member of a network of people associated with the user. 

35 40. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 39, wherein the network of 
people comprises any of people with similar interests and a chain of friends. 
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41. (Cancelled) 

42. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 30, wherein at least one of the 
5 identified external ratings services specified by the user comprises one of the 

received search parameters. 

43. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 30, wherein the received 
search parameters have an applicability to one or more subjects, and wherein 

1 0 the system further comprises: 

a determination of a subject matter of the received search query; and 

an integration of any of the received search parameters with the received 

search query, wherein the integrated received search parameters are applicable 

to the determined subject matter. 

15 

44. (Original) The system of Claim 43, wherein the determined subject matter is 
based upon user input. 

45. (Original) The system of Claim 43, wherein the determined subject matter is 
20 based upon the received search query. 

46. (Previously Presented) A system implemented across a network, 
comprising: 

an application module; 
25 a search query initiated by a user through a user terminal connected to 

the network, the search query comprising at least one search parameter 
specified by the user and received by a search system; 

a receipt at the application module from the user through the user terminal 
of a specification of at least one ratings service external to the application 
30 module and accessible to the application module across the network, the 
external ratings services comprising rating information; 

a data query sent by the application module, responsive to the receipt of 
the user specification of the external ratings services, to the user-specified 
external ratings services; 
35 a receipt of rating information at the application module from at least one 

of the user-specified external ratings services over the network in response to 
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the sent data query, wherein the rating information is independently maintained 
by the at least one external ratings service; 

a refined search provided by the application module, wherein the 
refinement comprises any of 
5 using the received rating information from at least one of the user- 

specified external ratings services in conjunction with the search 
parameters received from the user to perform the search, 

performing the search with the search parameters received from 
the user and subsequently refining search results with the received rating 
10 information from at least one of the user-specified external ratings 

services, and 

performing the search with the search parameters received from 
the user and subsequently providing any of organizing and sorting of the 
search results with the received rating information from at least one of the 
15 user-specified external ratings services; and 

a return of the results of the refined search from the application module to 
any of the user at the user terminal and a recipient at a recipient terminal, the 
recipient other than the user. 

20 47. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 46, wherein the user terminal 
comprises any of a personal computer, a laptop computer, a personal digital 
assistant, a network enabled portable phone, a mobile device, a wired device 
and a wireless device. 

25 48. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 46, wherein at least one of the 
user-specified external ratings services comprises any of a person and an entity 
associated with the user. 

49. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 46, further comprising: 

30 a receipt of the results of the refined search by the recipient other than the 

user; 

wherein the recipient is selectable through the user terminal. 

50. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 46, further comprising: 

35 a receipt of the results of the refined search by the recipient other than the 

user; 
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wherein the recipient is determined based on the results of the refined 
search. 

51 . (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 46, further comprising: 
5 a receipt of the results of the refined search by the recipient other than the 

user; 

wherein the recipient is determined based on information input at the user 
terminal. 

10 52. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 46, further comprising: 
information received from a recipient at a recipient terminal; 
a selective transmission of the results of the refined search to the 
recipient based upon any of the information received from the recipient and a 
selection of the recipient through the user terminal; and 
1 5 a receipt of the results of the refined search by the recipient other than the 

user. 

53. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 52, wherein the information 
received from the recipient comprises an interest in the results of the refined 

20 search by the recipient. 

54. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 46, wherein at least one of the 
user-specified external ratings services comprises an expert service for any of 
lodging rating information, travel rating information, restaurant rating information, 

25 and movie rating information Zagats and AAA, and wh e r e in th e data qu e ry s e nt 
from th e application modul e to at least on o of th e e xt e rn a l ratings s e rv i c e s 
compris e s a qu e ry for rating information that may suppl e m e nt th e search qu e ry . 

55. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 46, further comprising: 

30 a receipt of the results of the refined search by the recipient other than the 

user; 

wherein the recipient is any of a selected peer, a friend, a family relative, a 
student, a neighbor, any of a person or entity within a zip code region, and a 
member of a network of people associated with the user. 
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56. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 55, wherein the network of 
people comprises any of people with similar interests and a chain of friends. 

57. (Cancelled) 

5 

58. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 46, wherein at least one of the 
identified external ratings services specified by the user comprises one of the 
received search parameters. 

10 59. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 46, wherein the received 
search parameters have an applicability to one or more subjects, the system 
further comprising: 

means for integrating any of the specified received search parameters 
with a search query, wherein the integrated received search parameters are 
1 5 applicable to a determined subject of the received search query. 

60. (Original) The system of Claim 59, wherein the determined subject matter is 
based upon user input. 

20 61 . (Original) The system of Claim 59, wherein the determined subject matter is 
based upon the received search query. 
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